
© koninklijke brill nv, leiden, ���6 | doi ��.��63/9789004�847�5_0�0

CHAPTER 19

The Tabula Peutingeriana and Antique Cartography

Michael Rathmann

1 Antique Cartography in the View of Recent Research

For a long time, researchers uncritically had been repeating the conviction 
that maps existed in antiquity and that they were comparable in appearance 
and particularly in function to modern ones. Pietro Janni may be considered 
the initiator of a constructive debate on antique cartography.1 The falsifica-
tion of his hypothesis that antique cartography never existed, caused a shift of 
productive questions into the centre of discussion:2 What is actually a map? 
What types of graphic illustrations of physical space do exist? Were maps only 
used in a small circle of academic élites or were they also available to the wider 
public? What are the reasons for the problematic basis of source material and 
the poor state of transmission? May antique specialised texts (e.g. Strabo, 
Pomponius Mela, Pliny) possibly be read as descriptions of maps?

Meanwhile, academic discussions have made quite clear that maps existed 
and were principally available to the socio-political élites of Greece and the 
Imperium Romanum. However, they were largely ignored in political, admin-
istrative, and military decision making, and were not even considered for pre-
paring journeys.3 For purposes of orientation, there were intineraries. They 
were handier, cheaper, and could easily be produced for each trip individually. 
Political decision-makers definitely had certain general knowledge of space 
(mental mapping) due to personal travel experiences. Geographical literature 
and maps probably rather served as supplements or for the consolidation of 
knowledge of space. Taken together, these circumstances explain the present 
state of source material and the history of development of ancient cartography.

‘Scientific’ maps, as we can prove them e.g. for the Geography by Claudius 
Ptolemy, obviously aimed at to-scale representations of the oikoumene and of 

1    Janni 1984; cf. Brodersen 20032.
2    Cf. Prontera 2001c; Brodersen 2003; Talbert 2004; Mittenhuber 2009b; Rathmann 2013b.
3    Rathmann 2014b.
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338 Rathmann

large-scale space.4 Because of their extreme production costs5 and their defi-
cient suitability for daily use they certainly remained only within scholarly 
circles. Considerably more common were map-like drawings focussing less 
on to-scale representation, but rather on general visualisation of geographical 
space. The Tabula Peutingeriana (TP) seems to belong to this second group, 
too. What the purpose of these not-to-scale maps was and what socio-politi-
cal groups their owners and users belonged to, still remains to be investigated 
more closely. One hypothesis as to this will be presented at the end of this 
contribution: It is possible that not-to-scale maps served as additions to choro-
graphical works (e.g. Artemidorus, Strabo) in Alfred Stückelberger’s sense, who 
held the opinion that, with regard to antiquity, we should always presuppose 
unity of image and word.6

2 Name and History of the Manuscript (Cod. Vind. 324)7

The first known owner of the TP was the humanist Konrad Celtes (1459–1508). 
He probably stole the parchment scroll in the monastery library on Reichenau 
Island in Lake Constance, which was absolutely common behaviour in travel-
ling scholars of this period.8 In summer 1507 Celtes handed over the rotulus 
to Konrad Peutinger (1465–1547) in Augsburg and confirmed this donation 
in his will of 1508. Connected to this was the request to publish the map. 
Therefore—according to juridical norms of his time—Peutinger obtained 
an Imperial printing licence and also produced two drawn copies of the first 
parchment sheet as a sample. Thus, Peutinger became the name patron of 
the manuscript, although he ultimately was unable to arrange for the print 
due to his numerous professional obligations. However, it is known that he 
enjoyed showing the scroll to his guests. Whether he was also responsible 
for the—today almost illegible—names ‘Regenspurg’ and ‘Salzpurg’ next to 

4    Mittenhuber 2009a; Mittenhuber 2009b.
5    Maps, particularly in the case of elaborate polychrome drawings, were difficult to copy. 

Apart from a scribe, a draughtsperson was required. Therefore it is intelligible that also our 
Medieval manuscripts often contain only monochrome, usually very schematic map-like 
sketches. The copyist of the text was probably able to produce such simple drawings him-/
herself while copying and did not have to consult a draughtsperson.

6    Stückelberger 1994. On this see also ch. 5.
7    Miller 1916, XIII–XVI; Talbert 2010a, 10–71; Weber 1976, 9–10, 29–31.
8    Potential find sites were different monasteries of the Swiss-Southern German sphere (e.g. 

St. Gallen) and along the River Rhine (e.g. Worms, Speyer, Colmar). An origin on Reichenau 
Island as suggested by Lieb 1974 has generally been accepted by researchers. Cf. Gross 1999.
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339The Tabula Peutingeriana and Antique Cartography

Regino and Ivavo remains uncertain. Anyway, Peutinger’s heirs showed little 
interest in the Tabula Peutingeriana. It was only Markus Welser (1558–1614), 
a distant relative of Peutinger, who published at least the two first sketches in 
1591. This black-and-white print shows that Peutinger had freehandedly copied 
the Tabula. The first complete drawn copy was published by Welser in 1598 in 
collaboration with Jan Moretus (1543–1610) under the title of Tabula itineraria 
ex illustri Peutingerorum bibliotheca.9 Another descendant, Ignaz Desiderius 
von Peutinger (1641–1718), sold the parchment scroll so that it came—for 
the respectable sum of 100 ducats—via the bookseller Paul Küz in 1715  
and the antique dealer Karl Gustav Heräus in 1717 into the possession of Prince 
Eugene of Savoy. After his death in 1737, the Holy Roman Emperor Charles VI 
purchased his library. Thereby the TP entered the Imperial Library in Vienna 
in 1738 where it is still kept today (Austrian National Library Cod. Vind. 324).10

3 State of Preservation, Dimensions, Shape, and Dating  
of the Parchment Rotulus

The bad state of preservation of the scroll with its eleven parchment sheets was 
soon recognised in Vienna. Apparently, it was mounted on canvas and rolled 
over a cylinder. This was meant to facilitate its rolling in and out. Constant 
decay, however, was the reason that the rotulus was dissolved in 1863. Fragile 
parts were strengthened by paper and the eleven sheets have been stored sep-
arately ever since. In the 1930s the parchment sheets were encased between 
glass plates, which deteriorated the state of preservation due to the absence of 
air. They were replaced by perforated, chemically neutral plastic plates. Since 
this did not stand the test of time either, the sheets were placed on cardboard 
and covered by a transparent plastic plate. Apart from its age, modern use, and 
temporary inadequate storage, the parchment also suffered from blue vitriol 
contained in the green colour.

9     Illustrations of the first TP publication of 1591 and 1598 in Weber 1976, fig. 3–4; Talbert 
2010a, fig. 3a/b, 4.

10    For a top-quality reproduction of the TP consult: http://aleph.onb.ac.at/F/?func=find-
b&find_code=IDN&request=AL00161171&local_base=ONB06&adjacent=N  (1.5.2014). As 
to earlier copies and editions mention should be made of: F. Chr. von Scheyb, Vienna 1753 
(cf. fig 1); K. Mannert, Munich 1824; E. Desjardins, Paris 1869–74; K. Miller, Ravensburg 1887 
(coloured version of the slightly revised edition by Scheyb); Weber, Graz 1976 (facsimile); 
Prontera 2003b (reprint of Miller’s version of 1887). Earliest photographs were published 
in 1888.
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341The Tabula Peutingeriana and Antique Cartography

Due to palaeographical evidence, the present TP must have originated in the 
years around AD 1200. The latest antique manuscript and final editorial work 
are to be dated to ca. AD 435 according to Ekkehard Weber.11 Minimal later 
additions probably entered the manuscript during the process of Medieval  
copying.12 Statements as to the number of Medieval copying stages are impos-
sible. The length of the entire rotulus before its separation into individual 
sheets was 6,75 m., the height of each sheet varying between 32,8 cm. and  
33,7 cm.13 On the left edge of the first sheet a somewhat wider margin stands 
out as does a thicker black vertical line at the beginning of the drawing. From 
this we may conclude that the copyist of around 1200 AD did no longer have 
access to the original beginning of the rotulus. It is quite likely that the miss-
ing start of the rotulus comprised two or three parchment sheets containing 
not only a praefatio but also the landmasses of Western Africa, Iberia, Ireland, 
Britain, and further islands in the Atlantic Sea.14 Weber’s hint that the poem 
Anthologia Latina 724 Riese might possibly have formed part of the praefatio 
of the edition of 425 AD seems plausible:

Hoc opus egregium, quo mundi summa tenetur,
Aequora quo montes fluvii portus freta et urbes
Signantur, cunctis ut sit cognoscere promptum,
Quidquid ubique latet: clemens genus, inclita proles,
Ac per saecla pius, totius quem vix capit orbis,
Theodosius princeps, venerando iussit ab ore
Confici, ter quinis aperit cum fascibus annum.
Supplices hoc famuli, dum scribit pingit et alter,
Mensibus exiguis veterum momumenta secuti
In melius reparamus opus culpamque priorum
Tollimus ac totum breviter comprendimus orbem:
Sed tamen hoc tua nos docuit sapientia, princeps.

11    Weber 1976, 22–3; Weber 1989; on palaeography see: Steinmann in Talbert 2010a, 76–85.
12    Gautier Dalché 2003.
13    Detailed information in Talbert 2010a, 74.
14    Cf. the attempt at reconstructing the beginning of TP in Miller 1887; on this also: Talbert 

2007. Weber 1976, 13 already suspected that Rome might have been placed in the centre of 
the TP so that some 2 m. would be missing at the beginning of the rotulus. Thus, the entire 
TP would have been 8,75 m. long.
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342 Rathmann

The poem was conveyed by the Irish monk Duicul and dates into the year  
825 AD.15 It confirms all known parameters of the process of copying: scribe and 
draughtsperson were different people (dum scribit pingit et alter). At the same 
time, the famuli do not seem to have been experts. They either copied from a 
single original or perhaps compiled several ones (veterum momumenta secuti). 
This and the fact that they made amendments themselves (reparamus opus 
culpamque priorum) would help to explain various mistakes. It is also remark-
able that chorographical aspects are mentioned explicitly (Aequora quo mon-
tes fluvii portus freta et urbes / Signantur, cunctis ut sit cognoscere promptum, /  
Quidquid ubique latet), although information on a road network is lacking.

Further statements on the lost beginning are impossible due to the lack of 
source material.

4 Present State of Research on the Tabula Peutingeriana

Ever since Christian von Scheyb’s work of 1753 (cf. fig. 1) the TP has been in 
the focus of research, because it is the largest and best preserved map known 
from antiquity. In 2007 it was declared part of UNESCO World Heritage. Up 
to now it has been communis opinio amongst researchers that it represents a 
Roman product.16 Thus, the TP is testimony to Rome’s claim to power over the 
entire orbis terrarum. Proof of this are e.g. the large city vignettes of Rome and 
Constantinople, ‘towering’ above the entire orbis. Ultimately, the discussion 
only varied in questions of detail.17

In the following, a new approach to interpretation will be made plausible in  
renunciation of the previous communis opinio: The TP belongs into a choro-
graphical tradition of cartography. Its archetype dates into Hellenistic times 
and, during the process of copying over the centuries, only its internal labelling 
has been adapted to new circumstances in different intensity and distribution.18  
In contrast to this, the represented physical matrix of depicted space  

15    On Duicul’s poem see: Lozovsky 2008, 172–73, Albu 2008, 113; cf. Talbert 2010a, 138–39.
16    Talbert 2010a, 149: ‘Altogether it is no surprise, therefore, that the Peutinger map should 

project Roman world rule, nor that this way should be projected as far east as India and 
Sri Lanka.’

17    Fundamental for discussion: Arnout 1988; Bosio 1983; Gross 1913; Kubitschek 1917; 
Kubitschek 1919; Levi, and Levi 1967; Miller 1887; Miller 1916; Prontera 2003b; Salway 2005; 
Talbert 2010a; Rathmann 2013a; Weber 1976; Weber 1989; Weber 2012.

18    Gisinger 1938, 1408–10 was the first one to raise the hypothesis that the TP might have had 
a Hellenistic model, but abstained from formulating any further consequences.
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343The Tabula Peutingeriana and Antique Cartography

surprisingly remained unmodified. This opinion can be justified by the follow-
ing points:

1) The TP contains innumerable elements (mountains, regional geographi-
cal features, lighthouses, toponyms of rivers, lakes, islands, seas, and 
landscapes) that cannot be reconciled with an itinerarium pictum or the 
cursus publicus.

2) The concentration on plotted roads in combination with the coexistent 
marginalisation of all graphic-topographical elements means a severe 
constraint to the diversity of information contained in the TP.

3) The map presents numerous details irreconcilable with its dating into the 
Roman Imperial period. Pieces of information deriving from Hellenism 
are too numerous to be trivialised as anachronisms or anything else. 
However, the represented landmasses correspond to the state of informa-
tion of the 3rd century BC.

4) In return, some aspects are absent although they would have to be 
expected in a cartographical illustration of the Roman Empire. This is all 
the more the case if the TP is to be considered in the context of Agrippa’s 
Map or to be interpreted as a Roman Imperial map.19

Despite due brevity, it will be necessary to give my opinion on hitherto existing 
positions of a majority of researchers: (4.1) cursus publicus, (4.2) itinerarium 
pictum, and (4.3) Agrippa’s Map.

4.1 The Tabula and the Cursus Publicus
Some scholars consider the TP a product of the cursus publicus.20 According 
to this, the TP would have been a device of infrastructure measures taken by 
Augustus and designed to warrant communication between Rome and the 
provincial capitals. It would have served as an auxiliary means either for dis-
patch riders in practice or for the praefectus vehiculorum in general. However, 
this hypothesis is hardly plausible. Neither are not even nearly all viae publi-
cae and provincial capitals plotted on the TP nor are the distances along the 
roads given in units of measurement that would have been reasonable for  

19    In addition, also a connection between the TP and the anonymous Ravenna Cosmographer 
or the Dimensuratio provinciarum or Divisio orbis terrarum respectively has often been 
suggested. In each case, the aim has been the placement of the TP in a Roman Imperial 
context. Cf. Weber 2005.

20    Talbert 1999, 304 with additional information.
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344 Rathmann

the practical use of the cursus publicus.21 Even in combination with a written 
itinerary no horseman of the cursus would ever have found e.g. the mansio-
nes on the road from Rome to Antioch.22 For governmental instances, i. e. the  
praefectus vehiculorum, the rotulus with an original length of more than 8 m. 
cannot have been of any use either. There is a complete lack of any structural 
information or administrative hints required by the cursus publicus.23 It is 
obvious that the road network highlighted in red has caught the attention of 
researchers since von Scheyb and has thus blocked any view of alternatives.24 
Altogether I have no intention of depreciating the relevance of the plotted 
roads and information on distances. They represent an absolutely vital source 
for research on viae publicae—but not on the cursus publicus.

4.2 Is the Tabula – an Itinerarium Pictum?
Matters are similar to 4.1 with regard to the second seemingly secure corner-
stone of TP-research: Its labelling as an itinerarium pictum.25 This hypothesis 
rests exactly on those roads highlighted in red including the mass of infor-
mation on distances between the various places. Hereby, place vignettes of 
different sizes (555 labels) are supposed to have represented the different 
facilities of mansiones.26 The decisive text document is derived from Flavius 

21    Quite unsystematic is the use of measurement units along the roads. Although, at 
Lugdunum, we find the remark that counting is made in leagues from there onwards  
[TP seg. I 5: Lvgdvno capvt Galliar(vm) vsq(ve) hic legas], we learn nothing whatsoever 
about the counting method in Britain, Germania or even in the areas east of the Euphrates 
River (pasarangs?). No antique traveler would have been able to find his/her way in this 
muddle of information on distances, particularly since they are sometimes assigned to 
the wrong road sections or completely lacking. These mistakes can hardly be blamed 
exclusively on the Late Antique and Medieval copyists.

22    Even if http://www.omnesviae.org/ (1.5.2014) does not comply with scientific require-
ments, this internet portal makes quite clear how restricted the information potential of 
the TP for travellers is.

23    On the cursus publicus see Kolb 2000.
24    Bosio 1983, 121–33; Weber 1984; Talbert 2010a, 108–122. Still completely bound to 19th 

century ideas is Dilke 1987b, 238: ‘The Peutinger map was primarily drawn to show main 
roads, totaling some 70,000 Roman miles (104,000 km).’ It is interesting that Kubitschek 
1919b, 2135 remarked with regard to the representation of mountains, that the ‘Farbenwahl 
gewiß nur einen koloristischen, aesthetischen, keinen sachlichen Grund hat’, but at the 
same time did not realise that researchers were absolutely willing to attach importance to 
the signal colour red in the case of the plotted roads. Cf. Talbert 2010a, 97–8.

25    In Levi, and Levi 1967 Vegetius’ phrase even entered the book title. Talbert 1999, 303–4 and 
Mittenhuber 2009b, 42 also list the TP amongst the tabulae pictae.

26    Levi, and Levi 1967, 197–211.
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345The Tabula Peutingeriana and Antique Cartography

Vegetius Renatus’s book De re militari (3.6.4) which was written around  
400 AD.27 The term itinerarium pictum used therein has been transferred to 
the TP by researchers as a seemingly ideal terminus technicus. However, there 
have already been sporadic hints in the literature that Vegetius only referred 
to the use of drawn itineraries in a theoretical context of the achievements of 
particularly able military commanders. It is likely that Vegetius never actually 
saw such itineraria picta.28 Above all, as an itinerarium pictum the TP offers too 
little information regarding streets (passes, bridges, widths of roadways etc.) 
on the one hand29 and too many notes without a road context on the other 
hand. Additionally, it represents an oikoumene surrounded by the ocean, there-
fore has too large a scale and too little details and is hence unsuitable for the 
orientation of an army in the countryside, as imagined by Vegetius. The final 
and perhaps most problematic point about Vegetius’ term is that it is exclu-
sively attested here. Consequently, it cannot be used as a terminus technicus 
for the TP.

4.3 The Tabula and Agrippa’s Map
First of all, it seems precarious that the existence of Agrippa’s Map can only 
be inferred from literary sources. Its shape and possible geographical-carto-
graphical contents are debated controversially.30 This initial position already 
reveals the set of problems connected to a hypothesis that is supported by 
many researchers and according to which Agrippa’s Map was the prototype of 
the TP.31 For example it is not convincing that the elongated shape of the TP 
should go back to Agrippa’s Map fixed up on the walls of Porticus Vipsania on 

27    Primum itineraria omnium regionum, in quibus bellum geritur, plenissime debet habere per-
scripta ita, ut locorum intervalla non solum passuum numero, sed etiam viarum qualitate 
perdiscat, compendia, deverticula, montes, flumina ad fidem descripta consideret usque eo, 
ut sollertiores duces itineraria provinciarum, in quibus necessitas gerebatur, non tantum 
adnotata sed etiam picta habuisse firmentur, ut non solum consilio mentis, verum aspectu 
oculorum viam profecturus eligeret. Cf. Brodersen 20032, 188.

28    Brodersen 20032, 188 with further literature; additionally Kubitschek 1919b, 2126–32.
29    It is striking that only a single entry of this kind exists, namely the road tunnel next to 

Naples (TP seg. V 4).
30    Brodersen 20032, 269–72 with an overview of all suggestions what Agrippa’s Map might 

have looked like.
31    On Agrippa’s Map cf. Arnaud’s contribution in this volume; see also Hänger 2007 and 

Arnaud 2007–2008; Talbert 2010a, 144. A connection between Agrippa’s Map and the TP 
has been supported e.g. by Gross 1913, 87, Levi, and Levi 1967, and Weber in all his pub-
lications. What is equally old as the attempt of creating a connection between TP and 
Agrippa’s Map is criticism of this procedure: Cuntz 1894, 587.
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346 Rathmann

Campus Martius. Why should this Augustan world map not have been several 
metres high, comparable to the forma urbis? After all, we know the fragment of 
a marble city map from Via Anicia of the Julio-Claudian period which structur-
ally resembles the forma urbis with its height of some 13 m.32 Another remnant 
of a marble city map comes from the Forum of Nerva and can be dated into 
98 AD due to its find context.33 Plans or maps with a height of several meters 
were therefore generally familiar to urban Romans since the early 1st century 
AD. Thus, there is nothing to contradict the assumption that Agrippa’s Map 
might have been several metres high, too. The characteristic shape of the TP, 
in any case, has nothing to do with a supposedly elongated Map of Agrippa on 
the walls of Porticus Vipsania. With its shortenings and stretchings it is rather 
simply owed to the writing material, a parchment scroll.34

Additionally, there are also objections of content against a connection 
between TP and Agrippa’s Map demonstrating that we should not consider 
the TP a genuinely Augustan or Imperial-Roman product. Thus, it lacks e.g. the 
physical space of Germania including the Elbe River. This information would 
certainly have to be expected in an Augustan world map. After all, Augustus 
explicitly hints at the subjugation of Germania in his res gestae.35 In return, 
the Germanic tribal names of the Middle and Late Imperial period, seem-
ingly added later on the narrow strip of land between the River Rhine and 
the northern oceanus, impressively document that Germania up to the Elbe 
River had not even been provided for at all on the TP (cf. fig. 1). In addition 
one should ask, why the areas east of the Euphrates River and all of Africa are 
mapped, although the majority of these zones did not belong to the Empire  
at all. Instead, an explicit hint as to the limits of Roman power can be found at  
the Euphrates River: ‘Are(a)e fines romanorum’ and somewhat below ‘Fines  

32    Rodriguez-Almeida 2002, 43–9; Rosada 2007, 152–54; Talbert 2005. The fragment features 
a city section around Circus Flaminius including the Temple of Castor and Pollux (Vitr., De 
arch. 4.8.4).

33    Rodriguez-Almeida 2002, 61–66; Rosada 2007, 156.
34    As Kubitschek 1919, 2129 already remarked, there must have been a tradition of transfer-

ring drawn maps onto scrolls. After all, the oikoumene has been represented in a success-
ful manner despite its many peculiarities. All shortenings and distortions seem to follow 
a certain method.

35    Augustus Res gestae 26. This is matched by Strab. 7.2.2 according to which the land up 
to the River Elbe was known to the Romans. Additionally, he points out that, in his time, 
there was sufficient geodetic data to generate an up to date image of the oikoumene (2.5.1). 
Since he unmistakably speaks of geodetic data, the objective of the activity described by 
him can only have been a map. Surprisingly, Rome’s territorial claim to Germania is left 
completely unconsidered by Talbert 2010a, 149.
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347The Tabula Peutingeriana and Antique Cartography

exercitus syriatic(a)e et conmertium Barbaror(um)’.36 These remarks do not 
speak in favour of a Roman cartographical claim to world domination.

These points of criticism already demonstrate that the discussion about the 
dependence of the TP from Agrippa’s Map is not constructive.37 More prob-
able with regard to the TP and Agrippa’s Map is the inverse image: The Map 
of Agrippa as the possibly first Roman illustration of the oikoumene belongs 
into a Hellenistic tradition of maps. The archetype of the present TP not only 
represents the probably older version due to the plotted landmasses, but it 
might consequently even have been a kind of model for Agrippa’s Map.38 This 
hypothesis is supported by the facts that—according to our present state of 
knowledge—Rome did not possess its own cartography until the beginning  
of the Principate and that a general transfer of knowledge is provable from 
Hellas towards Rome. So why should the makers of Agrippa’s Map not have 
resorted to a Hellenistic map, too? On this, compare the following diagram:

36    TP seg. X 2; on this: Weber 2006b.
37    When considering the Agrippa fragments collected by Riese, GLM pp. 1–8, one can only 

agree with Brodersen 20032, 270 according to whom Agrippa’s Map did not necessarily 
contain roads.

38    Cf. below ch. 7.

FIGURE 19.2  Archetype of TP (Courtesy of M. Herchenbach / M. Rathmann).
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348 Rathmann

5 New Approach to an Appraisal of the Tabula Peutingeriana  
with Regard to History and Content

In order to fully comprehend the TP including its significance and histori-
cal context, some aspects of antique cartography must be clarified first. This 
places the question in the centre, which types of maps were known in antiq-
uity. In the following, proof will be provided for the existence of different types 
of maps, for which even special terms are found in the written sources.

My starting point is the research controversy mentioned before, which 
Janni had started by his study on antique maps and itineraries. To him, the 
expansion into the second dimension in the form of maps did not get beyond 
its initial stages. Thus, he challenged the traditional notion of widespread 
cartography as it has been communicated in reference books and articles of 
the Realencyclopädie der classischen Altertumswissenschaft.39 Kai Brodersen 
further sharpened Janni’s critical interpretation of the map material.40 In his 
view, maps in the modern sense were not used beyond a very small circle of 
cartographical geographers. He explains his hypothesis by the absence of a 
‘concept of scale’41 which prevented the generation and distribution of maps 
suitable for everyday use.

Without intending to discuss the existence of antique maps in detail, one 
can at least point out—as was said at the beginning—that a synopsis of all 
existing sources definitely reveals a genesis of antique cartography from 
Anaximander and Hecataeus of Miletus to Claudius Ptolemy.42 On the whole, 
there is still want for a fundamental reappraisal of antique cartography and an 
answer to the question, which role maps did play in everyday life of people or 
amongst political decision makers.

What, however, is to be understood by an antique map? A first hint is pro-
vided by Ptolemy in the introduction to his Handbook of Geography.43 In this 
2nd-century text, he introduces geography as a science with a twofold aspect. 

39    For example: Aujac 1987a; Aujac 1987b; Dilke 1987a; Dilke 1987b; Kubitschek 1919b, 2100. 
Cf. Brodersen 20032, 22–23.

40    Brodersen 20032; cf. Brodersen 2003.
41    Brodersen 20032, 289.
42    Stückelberger 2009; Rathmann 2013b.
43    1.1.1: Ἡ γεωγραφία μίμησίς ἐστι διὰ γραφῆς τοῦ κατειλημμένου τῆς γῆς μέρους ὅλου μετὰ τῶν 

ὡς ἐπίπαν αὐτῷ συνημμένων· καὶ διαφέρει τῆς χωρογραφίας, ἐπειδήπερ αὕτη μὲν ἀποτεμνομένη 
τοὺς κατὰ μέρος τόπους χωρὶς ἕκαστον καὶ καθ’ αὑτὸν ἐκτίθεται, συναπογραφομένη πάντα 
σχεδὸν καὶ τὰ μικρότατα τῶν ἐμπεριλαμβανομένων, οἷον λιμένας καὶ κώμας καὶ δήμους καὶ τὰς 
ἀπὸ τῶν πρώτων ποταμῶν ἐκτροπὰς καὶ τὰ παραπλήσια. On Ptolemy cf. Aujac’s contribution 
in this volume.
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349The Tabula Peutingeriana and Antique Cartography

In doing so, he contrasts geography against chorography. To him, geography 
means cartography, which he understands as a method of representing the 
oikoumene to scal.44 To our knowledge, this cartography was exercised and 
advanced by an élite of scientists from Dicaearchus of Messana via Hipparchus 
down to Ptolemy.45 In all likelihood, it aimed at perfecting as realistic as pos-
sible a representation of the oikoumene which had begun with the Ionian 
maps of Anaximander and Hecataeus of Miletus46 and which the protago-
nists explained further by accompanying texts. The unity of image and word, 
as Stückelberger called it, survived from the beginnings of cartography to 
Ptolemy.47 To put it hyperbolically, one might dare the hypothesis that a map 
without accompanying text was not envisaged at all.

Interestingly enough, the two study branches of geography as quoted by 
Ptolemy are already mentioned by Strabo, who additionally referred to dis-
tinct map types for both (2.5.10; 2.5.17).48 The first passage by Strabo describes 
a representation of the world as much to scale as possible quite in the sense 
of Ptolemy’s cartography.49 The second quotation from Strabo introduces a 
chorographical cartography in contrast to this, which deals with the visualisa-
tion of regional geographical features.50 The circumscription of chorography 
chosen by Strabo resembles the one by Ptolemy and nicely matches, also in 

44    Ptol., Geog. 8.1.2 and 5; Vitr., De arch. 1.2.2.
45    For the influences of astronomy cf. Geus’s contribution in this volume.
46    Eratosth. F I B, 5 Berger = Strab. 1.1.11; on this: Berger 1903, 25–43; cf. Agathem., Geogr. inf. 1. 1.
47    Stückelberger 1994. Since the times of Hecataeus (FGrHist 1 T 12 = F 36a, FF 37–369,  

cf. Hdt. 5.49) there seems to have existed a symbiosis of text and image. At the same time 
the limited potential, particularly with regard to height, of available writing materials 
(papyrus, parchment) is likely to have played an important role. Many pieces of infor-
mation simply could not be fitted into the map and therefore had to be reserved for the 
accompanying text.

48    The term ὁ γεωγραφικὸς πίναξ is also found in Strab. 1.1.10; 2.1.2; 2.5.13. What remains to 
be investigated is, whether the linking of γεωγραφία und πίναξ as a more precise version 
of the older term περίοδος γῆς goes back to Eratosthenes. On chorography in Strabo see: 
Arnaud 2007–2008, 89–91; Prontera 2011b. Additionally, what remains to be discussed is, 
whether the term pinakographia as the terminus technicus for the graphic implementa-
tion of geographical information was also created by Eratosthenes (F III A, 11 Berger = 
Strab. 2.1.10).

49    2.5.10: Νυνὶ μὲν οὖν ἐπιγεγράφαμεν ἐπὶ σφαιρικῆς ἐπιφανείας τὸ χωρίον, ἐν ᾧ φαμεν ἱδρῦσθαι 
τὴν οἰκουμένην· καὶ δεῖ τὸν ἐγγυτάτω διὰ τῶν χειροκμήτων σχημάτων μιμούμενον τὴν ἀλήθειαν 
ποιήσαντα σφαῖραν τὴν γῆν, καθάπερ τὴν Κρατήτειον, ἐπὶ ταύτης ἀπολαβόντα τὸ τετράπλευρον 
ἐντὸς τούτου τιθέναι τὸν πίνακα τῆς γεωγραφίας.

50    2.5.17: Πλεῖστον δ’ ἡ θάλαττα γεωγραφεῖ καὶ σχηματίζει τὴν γῆν, κόλπους ἀπεργαζομένη καὶ 
πελάγη καὶ πορθμούς, ὁμοίως δὲ ἰσθμοὺς καὶ χερρονήσους καὶ ἄκρας· προσλαμβάνουσι δὲ ταύτῃ 
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350 Rathmann

other regards, the information we otherwise obtain of it in terms of descriptive 
regional studies.51 Of special interest is the fact that Strabo—unlike Ptolemy 
and all other sources referring to chorography—also explicitly knows maps of 
this country-specific type of geography. It can only be speculated that Ptolemy 
did not mention these chorographical maps, because to him they were no ‘true’ 
maps, but only geographical drawings in a wider sense.52 That Strabo unmis-
takably speaks of chorographical maps as a type of their own should not be 
doubted, because of the coupled terms of geography respectively chorography 
and pinax (ὁ χωρογραφικὸς πίναξ).53

Into this discussion there also fits a passage by Vitruvius. In the context of 
his remarks on winds, rain, and river courses the architect claims in a some-
what confuse argumentation (8.2.6) that he had taken the information for this 
from a chorographical map (quae orbe terrarum chorographiis picta itemque 
scripta).54 For the understanding of this passage Prontera hinted at 8.2.8.55 
Here, Vitruvius speaks of in orbis terrarum descriptionibus and thus makes clear 
that he is well able to distinguish between a graphic and a literary description 
of the earth. Therefore, when writing 8.2.6, Vitruvius must have had a map 
before him or at least must have taken mental reference to it.

What is decisive is that Vitruvius 8.2.6 provides us with a second proof—
beside Strab. 2.5.17—of the existence of chorographical cartography. According 
to this, Ptolemy’s narrow definition of a map obtains conceptual exten-
sion: Chorography did not exclusively produce texts. Obviously the text was 
sometimes flanked by visual representations of the treated region, which— 

καὶ οἱ ποταμοὶ καὶ τὰ ὄρη. διὰ γὰρ τῶν τοιούτων ἤπειροί τε καὶ ἔθνη καὶ πόλεων θέσεις εὐφυεῖς 
ἐνενοήθησαν καὶ τἆλλα ποικίλματα, ὅσων μεστός ἐστιν ὁ χωρογραφικὸς πίναξ.

51    Cf. Prontera 2011b. To this we should add: Divisio orbis terrarum 1: Terrarum orbis dividitur 
tribus nominibus: Europa, Asia, Libya. Quem divus Augustus primus omnium per choro-
graphiam ostendit. Does the chorography mentioned here allude to Agrippa’s Map?

52    The συναπογραφομένη in Ptol., Geog. 1.1.1, in any case, does not exclude something drawn 
in the context of chorography, because of the γράφειν contained in it. This would be 
very unlikely from a semantic point of view if only because, in the previous sentence 
on geography, it signifies a drawing of the earth (Ἡ γεωγραφία μίμησίς ἐστι διὰ γραφῆς 
τοῦ κατειλημμένου τῆς γῆς . . .). Cf. Prontera 2011b, 96: ‘Ai suoi occhi la chorographìa è una 
pseudo-cartografia perché prescinde totalmente dai principi della matematica, che sola 
può rendere conto del rapporto spaziale fra totalità dell’ ecumene e le sue partizioni.’

53    On terminology cf. Hindermann 2009.
54    On this: Kubitschek 1919b, 2121–22; Nicolet 1988, 134–35; Brodersen 20032, 26–7; Prontera 

2011b, 96–7; Janvier 1994/1995, 57–9. Usually Arist., Mete. 1.13.350a-c is quoted to explain 
the passage by Vitruvius.

55    Prontera 2011b, 98.
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351The Tabula Peutingeriana and Antique Cartography

according to Ptolemy (1.1.1) dealt with τὰ μικρότατα τῶν ἐμπεριλαμβανομένων, 
οἷον λιμένας καὶ κώμας καὶ δήμους καὶ τὰς ἀπὸ τῶν πρώτων ποταμῶν ἐκτροπὰς καὶ 
τὰ παραπλήσια. It was not only the mathematical-physical branch of geography 
alone that aimed at producing maps, but also its neighbouring discipline of 
chorography. One reason that this literary information on chorographical car-
tography has not been appreciated by scholars until now probably lies in the 
fact that, hitherto, no compelling evidence demonstrated that such an inde-
pendent chorographical type of map really existed in antiquity.

Since the 1990s we have a map-like graphic in the Artemidorus Papyrus 
(P.Artemid.) as our missing link.56 Besides the unfinished map-like drawing, 
the papyrus offers five columns of text as well as numerous drawings of ani-
mals and anatomic details. Originally the rotulus was designed to become the 
edition de luxe of a geographer. However, the copying project was abandoned 
in its initial phase for unknown reasons. The papyrus scroll itself was put to 
secondary use. Despite the fragmentary state of preservation, the author can 
be identified: It is the chorographical geographer Artemidorus of Ephesus. 
This results from a comparison of lines 1–14 of column IV in P.Artemid. with 
Artemidorus F 21 Stiehle. According to Marcian of Heraclea Artemidorus’ akme 
dated into the 169th Olympiad (104–101 BC).57 Thus the papyrus, which was 
written around 80 AD according to scientific analyses, confronts us with one of 
those renowned Hellenistic geographers.58

For our discussion, the large map-like drawing on the recto of the papyrus 
immediately left of text columns IV–V is of main importance. This orderly 
coexistence of chorographical text and cartographical map should probably 
be considered a deliberate unit. Unfortunately, the illustrator interrupted his 
work already in its initial stadium. However, we can still spot a sufficient num-
ber of reference points: The unfinished illustration provides single lines to be 
interpreted as streams or paths and double lines to be explained as roads or 
larger rivers. Additionally, geographical details such as mountains or a building 
(temple?) can be recognised, too. Large vignettes seem to represent towns and 
the numerous smaller squares vici or mansiones.59 Although the whole sketch 
became stuck in its beginnings, it resembles the structures of the TP. Another 
interesting fact can be derived from the comparison between P.Artemid. and 

56    Gallazzi, Kramer, and Settis 2008. The debate on the authenticity of the papyrus may be 
considered settled: Hammerstaedt 2009; Marcotte 2010a; Rathmann 2011.

57    Epit. Per. Menipp. 1.3 (GGM I 566). On the life and works of Artemidorus: Gallazzi, Kramer, 
and Settis 2008, 98–110.

58    Gallazzi, Kramer, and Settis 2008, 66–71.
59    Cf. Prontera 2012; Gallazzi, Kramer, and Settis 2008, 63–77; Talbert 2009; Talbert 2012.
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352 Rathmann

the TP: The representation of settlements by means of stereotype patterns 
(vignettes) seems to have been common usage in antiquity, because vignettes 
can also be found e.g. on the so-called shield of Dura-Europos, on the mosaic 
map from Madaba or on the surviving maps of Ptolemy in various manuscripts.60

The crucial conclusion for our discussion is that works of a chorographi-
cal author such as Artemidorus of Ephesus apparently were equipped with 
maps for a better understanding of the text. Since Artemidorus definitely was 
a chorographer, the unfinished map on the papyrus obviously is one of those 
chorographical maps mentioned by Strabo and Vitruvius and circumscribed 
by Ptolemy. Thus, chorography not only intended to create a mental map in 
the reader’s mind, but occasionally offered tangible geographical sketches as 
an aid to imagination. These were mainly meant to provide a graphic idea of 
the discussed region with its essential physical features. Such maps did not 
serve for orientation in space, therefore were much inferior to itineraries and 
periploi as to practical aspects, and consequently were less common. Also, they 
were lost much quicker in the reception process due to obstacles in the copy-
ing procedure.

The Artemidorus Papyrus in combination with the written sources intro-
duced before makes quite clear that, beyond scientific to-scale maps as the 
ones by Ptolemy, people in antiquity also accepted maps with distortions and 
shortenings for visualisation in order to represent a desired area on the exist-
ing writing material. The crucial point was that the map was able to convey 
to the reader an image of the discussed region, beyond the text. Following 
Podossinov61 we should therefore distinguish three types of maps in antiquity:

1) Theoretic-scientific maps by mathematical-physical geographers, who 
were closely connected to astronomy (e.g. Marinus of Tyre, Claudius  
Ptolemy).

2) Maps illustrating a text in order to generate an idea of space, which must 
be called chorographical maps according to the facts mentioned before 
(e.g. map in P.Artemid.).

3) Religious-decorative maps, which first occurred in Mesopotamia, but 
also amongst Greeks and Romans in the shape of murals or mosaics and, 
once more, in the Christian Middle Ages. This last map type was not dis-
cussed here, because it clearly focusses on decorative aspects.

60    Mittenhuber 2009b, 62. On the vignettes of the TP: Levi, and Levi 1967, 197–211.
61    Podossinov 1993, 38.

Bianchetti, Serena, Cataudella, Michele, and Gehrke, Hans-Joachim, eds. <i>Brill's Companion to Ancient Geography : The
         Inhabited World in Greek and Roman Tradition</i>. Leiden: BRILL, 2015. Accessed October 2, 2022. ProQuest Ebook Central.
Created from haverford on 2022-10-02 03:04:47.

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

 2
01

5.
 B

R
IL

L.
 A

ll 
rig

ht
s 

re
se

rv
ed

.



353The Tabula Peutingeriana and Antique Cartography

6 The Tabula Peutingeriana—A Product of Chorographical 
Cartography

Now it will be my task to explain the significance of the newly defined map 
types and the chorographical map in P.Artemid. for the TP. The editors of the 
editio princeps of P.Artemid. already noticed that the map on the papyrus 
showed certain similarities with the TP without further commenting on this.62 
Two questions still remain to be answered: Can the TP, detached from the ear-
lier state of research, be attributed to one of the three just defined types of 
maps? How late can the archetype of the TP be dated?63 This second question 
will be discussed in chapter 7.

At this point, let us recapitulate the results already established: As could be 
demonstrated, the term itinerarium pictum derived from Vegetius is unfit for 
the TP. In contrast, the label ‘chorographical map’ attested by Vitruvius and 
Strabo provides us with a new terminus that can be used for maps in which an 
emphasis is laid on aspects of visualising space. The unfinished map sketch in 
P.Artemid. functions as an important missing link in the discussion about the 
applicability of this terminus technicus newly to be introduced into research. 
The only difference between the unfinished chorographical map in P.Artemid. 
and the definition of a chorographical map in Strabo on the one hand and the 
TP on the other hand is, that the TP is no map of a so-called ‘middle-scale space’ 
but of the entire oikoumene. This produces a problem of definition because, in 
allusion to Strabo and Ptolemy, geography is meant to signify the cartographi-
cal mapping procedure of the earth (ge) and chorography the one of ‘middle-
scale space’ (chora). The TP does not match this seemingly lucid scheme.

But is it really possible to draw the terminological borderline between car-
tography in the strict sense and its chorographical version so clearly, as was 
implied by Ptolemy in particular and—slightly moderated—by Strabo? Firstly, 
even Ptolemy knew mathematical-physical maps for middle-scale space, the 
twenty-six maps of countries.64 Thus, a cartographical mapping process of 

62    Gallazzi, Kramer, and Settis 2008, 276–82.
63    Since it was exactly the fixation to this dependency that dominated the debate, no dating 

suggestion beyond the Augustan period existed either (≈ Agrippa’s Map; Weber 1976, 12). 
Talbert tried to interpret the TP with hardly convincing arguments as a product of the 
time of Diocletian (Talbert 2010a, 133–36; see also: Weber 2012). Cf. Albu 2008 and Salway 
2005, 119: ‘It is impossible to determine a precise date or location for the creation of the 
archetype, but the cultural viewpoint embodied in the map is undoubtedly antique, Latin 
and western.’

64    Ptol., Geog. 8.3–28. Mittenhuber 2009a, 130; Mittenhuber 2009b.
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354 Rathmann

middle-scale space also existed for him. In return, Vitruvius 8.2.8 speaks of a 
chorographical map representing the orbis terrarum. According to this, cho-
rography was also by no means restricted to illustrations of ‘middle-scale 
space’. Therefore we should not be surprised that these differently ‘sized’ maps 
(oikoumene versus ‘middle-scale space’) not only existed in scientific cartogra-
phy, but also in chorographical cartography. The decisive difference between 
the two manifestations of map production does not concern the question, 
whether the earth (ge) or ‘middle-scale space’ (chora) was plotted. It rather 
consisted in the question, whether the product was meant to meet scientific 
demands or whether the primary aim was the fundamental visualisation of 
space. We can pin down as our result that the TP can be termed a chorographi-
cal map without any terminological problems. Without doubt it was primarily 
meant to visualise space in the sense of Strabo’s definition.

For a differentiated understanding of chorographical maps the parallels of 
Artemidorus’ Map and the TP as well as the additional information in the text in 
P. Artemid. (cols. IV–V) are of interest. Taken together, both pieces of evidence 
illustrate what information could be supplied by a chorographical map. Both 
the TP and Artemidorus’ Map contain a road network as an internal structure, 
various town symbols of different size as well as topographical information. 
With regard to the traffic infrastructure of the TP, that had always been per-
ceived as dominant, we can make the point here, that the visualisation of the 
road system obviously had already been common on chorographical maps of 
Hellenistic times. The geographical fixed points, borders, and nomenclatures 
mentioned in Artemidorus’ text (cols. IV–V), but not transacted in the drawing 
any more, can be found at many points of the TP. Thus, we are provided with 
topographical sites such as the altars of Alexander the Great at the eastern 
end of the oikoumene65 or chorographical information such as the names of 
landscapes. Furthermore, there are explicit notes at the Rivers Tanaïs (Don) 
and Nile saying that, in each case, they divide continents.66 Beyond that, there 
is a large amount of regional geographical features documenting that we are 
dealing with a chorographical map here.67

65    Additionally, the two painted altars are inscribed with the following text; TP seg. XI 4–5: 
Hic Alexander Responsvm accepit Vsq(ve) qvo Alexander; cf. on this the parallel tradition in 
Arr., Anab. 5.29.1; Curt. 9.3.19; Diod. Sic. 17.95.1; Plut., Alex. 62.4. TP seg. XI 3: Ara alexandri. 
The entry probably refers to the altars of Dionysus mentioned in Curt. 7.9.15.

66    TP seg. VII 5—VIII 2: flumen Tanais, qui dividit Asiam et Europam; seg. VIII 1–4: fluvius 
Nilus, qui dividit Asiam et Libiam.

67    Selection: TP seg. X 2: in his locis scorpiones nascuntur; seg. X 2: Campi Deserti et inhabita-
biles propter aqv(a)e inopia; seg. VIII 5: Desertvm v(bi) qvadraginta annis erraver(vn)t filii 
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355The Tabula Peutingeriana and Antique Cartography

As the text in P.Artemid. (cols. IV–V) further attests, chorographical maps 
obviously could also possess a pariplus-like description of a coastline. On the 
TP at least one clue to this survives: In seg. V 1 at the Peloponnese we find 
the information Traiectvs Stadior(vm) CC. The two CC definitely must be inter-
preted as a specification of distance, because of the line above them, and prob-
ably refer to the distance between Boiai and the opposite island of Cythera.68 
What also speaks in favour of a periplus inserted into the primary tabula, 
which was lost almost entirely in the copying process, are the two surviving 
lighthouses69 and the indication Pirate (sic) in seg. XI 5.

What remains to be discussed, is whether the TP was also provided with an 
accompanying text in a Ionian tradition as it had probably been common since 
the times of Hecataeus and was confirmed once more by P.Artemid. Without 
new discoveries in the future, no satisfactory answer to this will probably be 
found. A possible scenario might be a combination of the TP with a text similar 
to the one offered e.g. by Strabo.

7 Recent Research on the Tabula Peutingeriana

After the new terminological classification of the TP a second thought will now 
be dedicated to the problem of its dating. It will be demonstrated that the TP 
is based on a chorographical archetype of the time of Eratosthenes of Cyrene, 
which was enriched by diverse pieces of information in the course of its  
reception process involving numerous steps of copying until its ultimate revi-
sion in Late Antiquity—particularly in the Roman period and not equally for 
all regions. Since the TP, in each step of rejuvenation, was never completely 
and homogeneously modernised on all information levels, there consistently 
remained traces of the earlier version. Insofar, the TP contains different chron-
ological levels in its present-day copy.

Let us start with the dating of the prototype of the tabula: The chronologi-
cal classification of the primordial TP into the 3rd century BC or the period 
of Eratosthenes is generally—as has been indicated at the beginning—based 

isrl(is) dvcente Moyse; seg. VIII 1: Fossa Facta P(er) Servos Scvtarvm; seg. I 5: Tvcca fines 
affrice et mavritanie; seg. XI 4: In his locis elephanti nascvntvr. Cf. Kubitschek 1919b, 2131.

68    Weber 1976, 24 additionally suggested to amend the hardly legible ‘ASICE SARDINIA’ of 
seg. III 1 as a Sic[ilia] Sardinia(m) [usque ——].

69    Alexandria TP seg. VIII 3; on top of Chrisoppolis [sic; = Chalcedon] TP seg. VIII 1; on this: 
Seidel 2010. Levi, and Levi 1967, 155–6 would not like to exclude an interpretation of the 
column next to the vignette of Constantinople as a lighthouse.
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356 Rathmann

on the fact that the amount of depicted landmass corresponds to the state of 
knowledge of this period. The following six characteristics of the TP are typical 
of the cartographical image of the world in Eratosthenes’ times:

1. The Caspian Sea is represented as a gulf of the northern oceanus (cf.  
fig. 4).

2. The Taurus Mountains are an uninterrupted mountain range from Lycia 
through all of Asia.70

3. The physical space ‘above’ the Rivers Rhine and Danube is almost com-
pletely absent (cf. fig. 1).

4. The eastern limit of the oikoumene is marked by the Altars of Alexander. 
Additionally, the ‘eastern fringe’ of the oikoumene represents the state of 
information of Early Hellenistic times (Megasthenes, Daimachus); (cf.  
fig. 4).

5. The shapes of India and Africa are identical with the ones attested for 
Eratosthenes (cf. fig. 3 and 4).

6. The oikoumene is completely enclosed by an oceanus.

With regard to Eratosthenes the following aspect may be added: The 
Mediterranean Sea and all other waterbodies are drawn in green. This unusual 
choice of colour has repeatedly been noted in the literature, but never been 
appreciated, although Egyptian sources universally called the Mediterranean 
Sea ‘The large green’ (wAD-wr). The combination of these facts speaks in favour 
of an origin of the prototype tabula in Egypt, possibly in Alexandria.71

These clues may already suffice for the re-dating according to which the TP 
as a chorographical map is based on the state of information of the 3rd century 
BC. Thus, the primary tabula dates into the period when, with Dicaearchus 
and Eratosthenes, first mathematical-astronomical influences on cartography 
became already noticeable and the information of the age of Alexander and of 
early hellenistic times generated lasting changes of the maps of the world, but 
when cartography in general still remained in a phase of revising Ionian car-
tography.72 The thrilling question to what extent the text of Pytheas of Massalia 

70    McPhail, and Hannah 2011/12.
71    The choice of colour might not be quite as arbitrary with regard to some aspects as 

Kubitschek 1919b, 2135 suspected. Cf. Talbert 2010a, 97–98.
72    For Strab. 2.1.34 = III B, 11 Berger, Eratosthenes was one of the decisive turning points in 

cartography. Although he does not specify what he means by the ‘older maps’, it is likely 
that he was thinking of maps since the days of Hecataeus of Miletus. A reminiscence of 
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357The Tabula Peutingeriana and Antique Cartography

might possibly have been visualised in the primordial TP unfortunately cannot 
be answered due to the loss of the beginning of our TP.

The chronological attribution of the archetype into the 3rd century BC allows 
some first conclusions. Firstly, it is now possible to give a reasonable explana-
tion for the cartographical shape of the TP. Its being drawn on a parchment 
scroll (height of writing material!) indeed accounts for the massive distortions 
and shortenings,73 but not the amount of plotted landmass. In any case, the 
basic geodetic torso of the primary tabula remained almost unchanged over 
all stages of copying, only the internal labelling was adapted to new realities at 
many spots.74 The most bizarre case of retention of the cartographical proto-
type and simultaneous modernisation of the internal labelling is the entry Sera 
Maior for China in segment XI 5. Indeed the name was added at the eastern 
edge of the world, but without supplementing the corresponding geographical 
space in the drawing. As was mentioned before, the same is true for the added 
names of various Germanic peoples along the Rivers Rhine and Danube. 
Their names were written between the two major streams and the north-
ern oceanus, but the correspondent settlement area was not included even  
rudimentarily.75 In fact, the copyists had selectively been informed on carto-
graphical innovations, but due to deficient competence they were unable to 
adapt the cartographical setting to these new findings.76 Being simple copyists, 
they were only able to modify or supplement the labelling.

Ionian cartography in the TP might be the connection of Lake Maeotis (the Sea of Azov) 
with the northern oceanus by a waterway (TP seg. VIII 2).

73    Cf. Cuntz 1894, 591–96. The extreme stretching of the TP might perhaps also be connected 
to the fact that Eratosthenes himself described the oikoumene as a chlamys, i. e. an elon-
gated Macedonian military coat (Strab. 2.5.6; 2.5.9; 2.5.14; 11.11.7).

74    As is implied by the more detailed representation of the Campanian Coast and the Bay of 
Split (Spalato), punctual improvements at most were possible in the drawn image of an 
area.

75    Miller 1916, 613 already observed: ‘Die Tabula gibt die Randvölker am Rhein und an der 
Donau, mehrmals in 2 Schichten, die eine näher, die andere weiter zurückliegend. Es sind 
im allgemeinen die Völker, welche in den Kriegen der Römer im 3. und 4. Jahrhundert 
genannt werden. The following Germanic peoples along the Rivers Rhine (cf. fig. 1) and 
Danube are listed on the TP: seg. I 1: CRHEPSTINI (sic); seg. I 1–3: CHAMAVI QVI EL PRANCI 
(sic) [= Chamavi, qvi et Franci]; seg. I 2: HAVI [= (C)ha(u)ci]; seg. I 2: VAPII; seg. I 3: VARII; 
seg. I 4–5: FRANCIA; seg. II 1: BVRCTVRI; seg. II 3: SVEVIA; seg. II 4-III 1: ALAMANNIA; 
seg. III 2: ARMALAVSI; seg. III 3–4: MARCOMANNI; seg. III 3–4: VANDVLI; seg. III 5-IV 1: 
QVADI; seg. III 5-IV 2: IVTVGI; seg. IV 3: BVR [= Bur(gundi)].

76    It would also be imaginable that no urgent interest existed in this since, ultimately, we 
are dealing with landmasses outside the Mediterranean oikoumene and thus outside the 
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359The Tabula Peutingeriana and Antique Cartography

Additionally, the re-interpretation of the TP allows the explanation of different 
anachronisms and other inconsistencies of labelling. If we date the archetype 
roughly around 250 BC and final editorial work to ca. 425 AD and assume a 
copying process every 50 years, this would allow for some thirteen chronologi-
cal stages. This means that copyists theoretically and practically had thirteen 
times the chance to implement modifications in the copying process. These 
intermediate time stages can be identified in the TP by the following aspects:

1. Gaul is still referred to by the name Gallia Comata (TP seg. I 3) well known 
from Late Republican days77 and, close to Massilia, we find a probably 
even older hint as to the settlement of Greeks (TP seg. II 1: Gretia [= Grae-
cia]), while Lugdunum received the remark, that from here counting was 
made in leagues (TP seg. I 5: Lvgdvno capvt Galliar(vm) vsq(ve) hic legas).78 
This information cannot have entered a parent version of our TP before 
the mid 2nd century AD.

2. In TP seg. I 2 a copyist gave a hint at an older place name: Gesogiaco qvod 
nvnc Bononia.79

3. We face a similar, although politically much more important case with 
the entries Constantinopolis (TP seg. VIII 1) and Byzantini (TP seg. VII 
5-VIII 1). This doubling is an anachronism probably created in the copy-
ing process, after Constantine had chosen Byzantium as the new capital 
in AD 324 and had named it after himself.80

4. The coexistence of the towns of Stabios (TP seg. V 5) and Pompeis (TP  
seg. V 5), destroyed by Mount Vesuvius in AD 79, and the sites of Aqvileia 
(TP seg. III 5) and Ravenna (TP seg. IV 1), represented as Late Antique 
residence towns with prominent town vignettes, is another case of entries 
from two different chronological phases.

5. The numerous names of provinces or countries come from quite differ-
ent periods. Thus, the Cotii Regnvm (TP seg. II 3) incorporated into the 
Empire under the Julio-Claudian emperors is recorded as is the province 

perception of space of those antique people who used chorographical maps of the kind 
of the TP at all.

77    Cic., Phil. 8.27; cf. Tac., Ann. 9.23.1; Suet., Iul. 22.1. On this: Miller 1916, 140.
78    The hint Lugduno caput Galliarum is reminiscent of Strabo’s information on Agrippa’s 

road building measures in Gaul (4.6.11), but cannot be reconciled with countingby leagues 
since the early 2nd century AD. On this: Rathmann 2003, 20–22, 115–120.

79    Cf. Flor., Epit. 2.30; Pan. Lat. 7.5; Eutr. 9.21.1; Cod. Theod. 11.16.5.
80    Guidonis Geographica p. 136.3–6 Schnetz: Bizantion quae nunc Constantinopolis est, urbs 

regia et insignis, nova Roma.
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361The Tabula Peutingeriana and Antique Cartography

of Iepirvm novvm (= Epirus nova; TP seg. VI 3–4) which was only estab-
lished on the Balkans under the rule of Diocletian.

6. The four Christian notes probably belong to the youngest chronological 
stage of the TP: AD S(an)C(tu)M PETRUM near Rome (TP seg. IV 4) and 
MONS OLIVETI near Jerusalem (TP seg. IX 1) as well as the two entries on 
the Sinai Peninsula: Hic legem accepervnt i(n) monte Syna (TP seg. VIII 4) 
and Desertum u(bi) quadraginta annis errauer(un)t filii isrl(is) ducente 
Moyse (TP seg. VIII 5).81

The bulk of the ca. 4,000 place names in the TP (only 555 of which possess 
a vignette) certainly will elude precise dating. But what is important is that 
future researchers will turn to the chronological classification of these top-
onyms—certainly also in combination with other datable information in 
the TP—in order to clarify the genesis of the TP from its archetype to its Late 
Antique final edition. An academic commentary on the TP is a desideratum of 
research in any case.

8 Possible Owners or Users of the Tabula Peutingeriana

Last but not least we have to ask who might have been possible recipients of 
such chorographical maps at all. The few maps of the mathematical-physical  
geographers certainly remained within the scientific community.82 With 
regard to the maps of chorography with their audience appeal and visualisa-
tion of space there is a small, but possibly significant hint of Flavian times. For 
the year 91 AD Suetonius reports that Domitian had the senator Pompusianus 
executed because, amongst other accusations, he had a world map in his 
library.83 Beyond all topoi of tyrants, our interest focusses on the mentioned 
parchment map (depictum orbem terrae in membranas). Behind this, we may 
probably suspect a map in the shape of a scroll of the kind of the TP. Obviously, 
world maps were not completely unusual in libraries of Roman senators, so 
the text implies. Because it is only by the fact that such a possession was 
something quite normal, that the circumstance, that it could be turned into a 
charge of high treason, becomes a tyrannic act of Domitian. At the same time, 

81    Weber 2006a.
82    As an example I would like to quote the map of Theophrastus, a pupil of Aristotle, which 

is explicitly mentioned in his will (Diog. Laert. 5.51).
83    Suet., Dom. 10.3; of nearly identical content is the passage in Cass. Dio 67.12.4. On this: 

Arnaud 1983.
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362 Rathmann

Suetonius thus supports the aforementioned assumption that the expensive 
maps—little surprisingly—were in the property of socio-political élites. These 
groups not only possessed the necessary means for the installation of a library, 
but we can also impute to them some geographical interest, to which precisely 
Cicero bore witness.84 It is these elites who travelled a lot themselves on the 
one hand, and whom we may consider, due to their education, the recipients 
of geographical works in word and image on the other hand.85

84    Cic., Att. 2.4.3; 6.2.3 = Dicaearch. F 79 Mirhady. Cf. Eumenius’ allusion to a map in the 
School of Autun around 300 AD (Pan. Lat. 9[4].20.2)

85    My thanks are due to Irmgard Meyer-Eppler as well as Alfred Stückelberger, Michael 
Herchenbach and Janine Fries-Knoblach.
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